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5. Classification

Ownership of Property

X Private

Public - Local
Public - State
Public - Federal

Category of Property

X building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing | Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions: Commerce/Trade / Business = office building

Current Functions: Vacant

7. Description

Architectural Classification: Modern Movement: Skyscraper
Principal Exterior Materials: Brick; Glass; Metal/aluminum; Stone/granite

Narrative Description (see continuation sheets 7 through 8)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria: A, C

Criteria Considerations: NA

Areas of Significance: Commerce, Architecture

Period of Significance: 1954-1968

Significant Dates: 1954, 1955

Significant Person (only if criterion b is marked):NA

Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion d is marked): NA

Architect/Builder: Carroll and Daeuble, Architects; McKee, Robert E., General Contractor

Narrative Statement of Significance (see continuation sheets 9 through 15)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography (see continuation sheet 16)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
X preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission, Austin)
_ Other state agency
_ Federal agency
Local government
University (UTEP Library Special Collections)
Other -- Specify Repository: City of El Paso Public Library
Robert E. McKee Foundation

<

X X |

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): NA
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: 0.3189 acres
Coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84: NA
1. Latitude: 31.759300° Longitude: -106.485992°

Verbal Boundary Description: 39 MILLS 99.25 FT ON STANTON X 120.00 FT ON TEXAS & 20.00 FT
ALLEY ADJ (13895.00 SQ FT)

Boundary Justification: This is the legally recorded description of the parcel, and includes all the property
historically associated with the building

11. Form Prepared By

Nameftitle: William Helm, AIA & Paulina Lagos, AlA, with Gregory Smith, National Register Coordinator
Organization: In Situ Architecture, Planning and Historic

Street & number: 123 W. Mills, Suite 410

City or Town: El Paso State: TX Zip Code: 79901

Email: wchelm@insituarc.com

Telephone: 915.533.7488

Date: April 2017

Additional Documentation

Maps (see continuation sheet 17)
Additional items (see continuation sheets 18-32)

Photographs (see continuation sheets 33-46)
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Photograph Log

El Paso Natural Gas Co. (Blue Flame) Building

El Paso, El Paso County, Texas
Photographed bwilliam Helm
DecembefR016

Photo 1
North Side from Stanton Street
Camera facingouth

Photo 2
West Sidefrom Texas Avenue
Camera facingast

Photo 3
EastFacade
Camera facingvest

Photo 4
Northwest Corner
Camera facingoutheast

Photo 5
North Fagadelooking up
Camera facingouth

Photo 6
EastFacadelooking up
Camera facingvest

Photo 7
South elevation (east side), looking up
Camera facingporth

Photo 8
South elevation, looking up
Camera facingrorth

Photo 9
Westelevation, looking up
Camera facingast

Photo 10
Main Entry, north side
Camera facingoutheast

Photo 11
Ground flor at northeastarner
Camera facingouthwest

Photo 12
Ground floor at northwesbener
Camera facingoutheast

Photo 13

Ground floor at southeasbmer
(connection to hyphen on left)
Camera facingorthwest

Photo 14
Southeast corner at left; hypheenter
Camera facingast

Photo 15
South elevation with hyphen
Camera facingorth

Photo 16
Flame Weather Beacplooking up from roof

Photo 17
Flame Detaillooking up

Photo 18
South end of theobby
Camera facingouth

Photo 19
South Siddrom inside hyphen
Camera facing north

Photo 20
Main Lobby
Camera facing south
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Photo 21
Terrazzo EPNG logo in lobby floor

Photo 22
Fourth Floor, Typical Upper Lobbyithout Glass

Photo 23
Thirteenth Floor, Typical Upper Lobbyitli Glass

Photo 24
Thirteenth FloorTypical Upper Lobby

Photo 25
Thirteenth Floor,Typical Upper Lobby

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Resghissrequest is
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16089edt).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direatisoragaeding this burden estimate
or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849NONSWéethington,
DC.
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Description

The El Paso Natural Gas Company Building, remmonlyknownastheii Bl u e F | a nieanlB-storyi2-d i n g 0
part vertical bloclon the east side of downtown El Paso, Tegasnpleted in 1954 and formally dedicated in 1955,

the building is prominently sited at the southeast corner of the intersection of Texas aml 8tanues. The building
features a rectangular plan, with the primary facade on the fitwthground floor is finished with granite, while the
upper portion of the stedlamed building is finished witlvide buffbrick end walls framing central bays wipartite

windowswithc or r ugat ed aluminum spandrels. The buil dingds
separating the windowasn the upper floors. The building lacks a definitive cornice, but is topped by an icefioiot21
tall illuminated Blue Flame, built of steel and Plexigl@ssie bui | di ngds main | obby as

lobby isgenerouslclad in Italian marbleThebuilding has had few alterations and retains a high degree of integrity.

The18-storyEl Paso Nairal Gas Company Buildinig at the eastern edge of downtown El Paso. It stands among
other tall buildings constructed throughout th& 26ntury, along with a mix of smaller commercial and civic
buildings.The building is sited at a grid intersection,king its northwest corner highly visible from both the nerth

soutth and eastvest directions. # size, striking verticality, and its iconic blue flame make it a prominent visual

l andmar k i n downt ®hereardBlstruttwrbstoriéssaboseoyrid,i flooeseventeda a mechanical
penthouseand roof accesand theeighteentifloor is elevator penthouse and roof accds$eere is also an occupied
basement level areh additional mechanical siiasementor a totalbuilding gross area of 209,7Euardeet At

the pedestrian level, the building is cladymanitewith a continuous overhang protecting the sidewalk. The ground

floor contains several commercial spaces with punched storefronts. Abewveodernist skyscraper exhibits the
streamlired characteristics of the International Style, rendered in brick masonry, polished aluminum and glass on its
exterior and polished marble, terrazzoTHhHd oluiilndyi nqoé «
streetfacades are renderedtually the same; brick on each of the four corners of the building with large glazed
punchedpenings, aluminum transoms, and continuous vertical shading déMicesepetition helps to accentuate

the verticality of the building.

The bui |l ditrangednsarkeddoy arlarge entry canopy, is on Texas Street; this contrasts with the location of
the main entrance on the historical construction drawings. Presumably, a revision was made during construction of
which there is no official record@he buildirg features atructural steel frame, wittme exterior covered at the base

with crystal grey granite to the second flodérom the second floor upig covered with light buff tapestry brick at the
four cornersThe glass areas on all four sidasconstucted of folding #type aluminum windowsand on three sides

they will areseparated with vertical aluminum fins running the full length of the building and projecting two feet
beyond the sasfthe aluminum i®xidizedto prevent glare.

The building isrectangular in plan, wider on the north and south. The primary elevation is on the nomh Jidras
Avenue The main entrance is located in the centralddaye ground level and covered by a metal canopy that wraps
thebuilding and continues alonbé entire west elevation. As mentioned, the ground level is clad in grey granite and
contains a few punched openings formerly used as commercial storefronts. Above the canopy, the entire north
elevation igivided into five bays of tripartite windasepaated by continuous projecting vertical aluminum fins. In
between the windows are corrugated dlwm spandrels. There is a minimal flat cornice capping the window bays at
the top of the building.

The east face of the building is made up of three baglsecdame aluminum tripartite windows with wider brick end
walls and two punched windoves the sixteenth floor. The aluminum windows sireilarly composedeparated by
continuous projecting aluminum fins and the same corrugated aluminum spaadrbiséund here with #at

cornice topping the window bays. At ground level, the east facade istick side door and some windows in the
second bay and low planter leading to TeSmset.
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The west facade is similar to the east facade in its organizatioapt the ground floor is accentuated by the
continuation of the aluminum capy andgrey granitdrom the main fagade on the north side. There is also-a non
descript side entrance recessed here at ground level, with two existing punched openingsdoasastorefronts.

The south elevatioreads as the back of the building, and featulasge cetral expanse of plain brick fl&ed bytwo
window bayseach containing a set of three windows separated by the corrugated aluminum spandrels and topped by
the same flat cornice. Absent from these openings are the continuous vertical fins. At the base of the building is a
connection to the adjacent Stanton Totteough a glasenclosed hyphen, which is no longer used to provide access
between the buildings.

The main entrance of the home office building faces Texas Street with exterior walls at the ground floor covered with
crystal grey Minnesota granite. Passing through the pair of double doors at the main entrance on Texas Street, the fir
feature encounted is the EPNG emblem inlaid in the grey terrazzo floor of the main lobby. The lobby walls are
covered with a buff colored marble quarried in Italy, near Trieste as are all the elevator lobbies of the upjper floors
offering continuity throughout the bdihg. The uppeelevator lobbies also feature some remaicimgugated

channel glass panelBrom the interior, each floor each generously lit by both artificial and natural light coming

through the large window openings. The surrounding mountains fritwBb&aso and Juarez, Mexico form an

interesting back drop as viewed from the upper floor of the building.

One of the most modern featur es Wahgtsdpdndoorplans btéverylgveéls n
- office spaces easily econfigured as needs changed in the various departhfémtshe initial occupancy of the

building EPNG used EBASCO Services Inc., a space planning firm from New York, to maximize efficient use of
space in the building in the initial layout of the movatdetitions2 Meanwhile, the Executive offices on the"for

are stillsumptuously paneled with Philippine mahogany.

Thebuilding retains a high degree of integritjhe exterior materials have been retained on all elevations, and the
overall fom of the building has been altered only by the 1982 addition the of the ground floor connector to the
adjacent building. The publareasof the interiorretain much of their original forrand finishesThe second tower is
legally a separate property. Theminatedouilding was wellmaintained and used for its originairpose by the
original owneruntil 1996 when ownership was transferrétwas used only briefly by one other owner for the same
purpose as an office building. The Blue Flame Building leshlvacanbut maintained by its present owner since
2006.

TEI Paso Natural Gas. fiThe | nsiHadme SOfofriyce EBu iPladiondNa®Omue il nd@
2Chapman, Rob. fAAwar d sCErett r & airBasGbiBrgllJantl958. n 0 ,
SEI Paso Natur al Gas. fiThe I nside Story; El Paso Natur al C
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Statement of Significance

Designed by th&l Paso firmCarroll and Daeuble in 1952 and completed in 183 El Paso National Gas Co.

Buldi ng i s todaye kihloavme @ s ihaticomécd ifiaBtdiall ifluminated sculpture on its roof. The
building was the first postwar highi se compl et ed i n EI Pasods centr al b L
significantpostwarinterpretation of International Style architectural desigreskyscraper served as the headquarters
of a prominent energy company that provided natural gas to customers through the southwest. Thesbuilding
nominated under Criterion C, in the area of Architecture, at the local level of significance as anliogtstgample of
postwar modern architecture lih Pasolt is also nominated under Criterionihthe area of Commerder its role as

the headquarters die El Paso Natural Gas Compamich has withstood regulatogndeconomic changesnce its
estalishment in 1928 to beconmne of the largest natural gaansmission companies in the United Stafés

period of significance is 1954, when the building was firatlyefor occupabn, through 1968the current 5§ear

point at the time of nomination).

El Paso National Gas Company

The story of the El Paso Natural Gas Company is basically a story of thdisagce transmission of natural das.
November 1928, Paul Kayser, a young Houston lawyer, founded El Paso Natural Gas Company by obtaining a
franchise from the El Paso city council to supply local customers with natural gas from wells near Jal, New Mexico.
EPNG aimed to capitalize on the utilization of residue gas;@dyuct of the production of dihat previously had

been burned as a wagtroduct by pipelining it to enduser marketsEl Paso built the facilities necessary to treat the
residue gas to make it suitable for pipeline transmission. El Paso's action in utilizing this natural resource was hailed :
a major conservation step BailroadCommissior? one of the most important regulatory bodies in the naliba.

first 16-inch pipeline was built in 1929, stretching from Lea County to El Paso, Texas. Gas deliveries to El Paso begar
thatsummer and throughout the 183€ervice was égnded to serve communities and industries as far westward as
Arizona and Mexico. In 1947, construction commenced on anil@pipeline to southern California and by the end

of the decade the company had laid an additionaidi&3 of pipe paralleling theriginal one, growing El Paso

Natural Gas from a small regional pipeline into a major corpordiieapite efforts to lure EPNG to relocate its
headquarters to Houston or Los Angeles, the company began design on agtery b8ilding to be located in

downtown ElPaso. By 1953 construction commenced on what would becneefE | Pasods taohl est
the corner of Stanton and Texas streets. El Paso Nat
natural gasransmission °dt was among the first to build higdressure, long distance pipelines and develop

innovative pipelinenvelding methods and it was also the first company to use largenpasedriven centrifugal
compressorsThe companyerfected several methods of treatiredural gas to remove impurities, and for many years

it had more ga$reating capacity than all other interstate pipelines combilmetO85 the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission made interstate pipelines cpeness or common carrieraovingEl Paso fom its traditional role as a
merchamproducing or buying, treating, and sefligasto that of a transporter; by 1982 Paso had a fully

computerized system of 20,000 miles of pipeline and delivered 1.1 trillion cubic fge.blistorically, ElI Paso

Natural Gas Companyas not only critical to the development of Downtown El Paso, but also to the development of
gas transmission and expansion across the United States.

‘ElPasoNaturalGa. A The I nside Story; El Paso Natural Gas Company
> Handbook of Texas Onlindohn H. McFall, "El Paso Natural Gas Company," accessed April 20, 2017.

8 1bid.

7 Ibid.
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El Paso National Gas Company Building

The initial design phase of tii# Paso Nabnal Gas Company Buildingccurredbetweenl950and1952 with a series
of changes before construction began in 1953. The building was completed in late 1954 and formally dedicated in
March 1955.

When the El Paso Natural Gas Compdegidedo build itsnew corprate headquarters in El Pagagaught the

services of Kenneth Franzhe{iB90-1959) a Houstorbased architect who specialized in designing large commercial
buildings. Franzheirhadworked inChicago and Boston befoestablishing his own firrm New Yorkin 1925. He
movedhis practice to Houston in 193®Where heestablished himselfasn e o f forénmest comrheycials

architecs designing in a modernist vocabulahy.December 195@he El Paso Herald Pogbublished a rendering of
theproposed buildingjdentifying Franzheim as design architect wilte local firm Carroll and Daeuble as associate
architectsThe original design was teelronstructed of

steel, reinforced concrete and buff colored Indiana limestone, with the first thies foed with

graniteThe structure wil!/ have a setback on the el ev:
feature of the new structure will be vertical fins of reinforced concrete running to the top of the

building. The thredoot wide fins will nade windows from the sun and increase efficiency of air

conditioning systerf.

The Kenneth Franzheim Archiva the University of Houstocontains two items related to the projectuadated

rendering anén undated photo of a buildimgodel In Novembe 1952 ,howeverthe El Paso HeraldPostreported

that original pl ans by Franzheim had bte&Pasd rnCarmlp ped,
and DaeubleThe new design shared some similarities with the Franzheim proposaimsof general massing and
fenestrationbut the original box grill surrounding the north window wedls reduced to a series of vertical fins

separating the windoways Thearticle noted that the planneg#t millionb ui | di ng wo ulmbdetmtoubn g a
to the aread andsdwmewhahave itédeetdnli aerade Nati ons buil o
highlighted the buildingbs moder n f tdtokeepowd sun, prevent udi n
glare inside the buildn@nd prevent reflection without. o Another
giving the buil ding s+oditioned offite bilding. The préposedPoailsimgdvas f i r s t
describedurtherin a 1953 article in th&l PasoTimes

The building will be of structurateel frame, with exterior covered at the base with crystal grey

granite to the second floor. From the second floor up it will be covered with light buff tapestry brick at
the four corners. The glass areas dificalr sides will be constructed of foldingytpe aluminum

windows, and on three sides they will be separated with vertical aluminum fins running the full length
of the building and projecting two feet beyond the sash. The aluminum will be specifieatsdtby
oxidation so as to prevent glare both from within and withbut.

The construction contract was awarded to general contractor Robert E. McKee in January of 1953 with an expected
construction schedule of 18 monthg he estimated cost of the builgj at the time of construction, including the site
acqui sition c &3%he sonstvetion pgbodresSed Quickly@md with few delaye biggest problem was

8 Date Set to St arH Padterd Postidac. 9B1850] di ng, o

°iGas Company Okays EDRaseiéeradRast NBvulis,1185R. ©ther tewspaper articles credit the design to
Carroll and Daeuble in association with a building committee.

YfAward Contract; 18 nEhPadoTimesjart 9,196 Compl eti on,

1bid..

AElI Paso Natural Gas Bui | dBlRago TWwesNdv. 8,195mi nate Cityds Skyl il
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a high water table that required water be regularly pumped out of the 31 foot deepiexdavéhe concrete pour of

the six foot deep floating slab foundation system. In less than eleven months, when steelworkers from Mosher Co. of
Dallas had topped out th&esl frame of the buildindyuilding superintendent G.L. Robinson was quoted asgay

iWe havenoét had a bit Tohferter ohuabvleen odt u rbi enedWhanmysttsceonat oi uosn
the buildingds steel fr ame HexddPostcepangdloreviha dould take paceietheb e r
coming year, notig that work on the building would employ skilled workers for almost through September 1954. The
article indicated that the entire building would be occupied by EPNG employees except for spaces on the ground floo
Building superintendent Robinson proudtyat ed t hat t he completed building
229 feet high, and it wil!/l have the most modern equi
regardless of size, YWhich will be better that this. o

McKee completedhe building in December 1954, and through January 1955 El Paso Natureldgaged its

employees from eleveseparate rented locations throughout downtown. The building was formally dedicated with an
opening ceremony on March 4, 1958 lowed by anopen house over the ensuing dagtended by more than 6,500
persns from the region and 325 enfttown visitors!® The El Paso HeraldPostmarked the grand opening with a
special edition that featured over 30 full pages of articles and congratulatomyreldaged by local companjes

including several that worked on the buildifig

The public spaces were finished with fine details and matefiaéfloor was finishedvith grey Minnesota granite,

andthe H Paso Natural Gas Co. logo wafaid in the greyterrazzadfloor of the main lobby. The lobby waltsdall

the elevator lobbies of the upper floaverecovered with a bufftalian marble, offering continuity throughout the

building. Eachelevatorhad a 19assanger capacity ands capable of makingraund trip in about two minuté$

The fifth floor of the building was dedicated to an auditorium and coffee shop operated by four attendants dispensing
over 2,500 free cups of coffee to employees each day. Feedd%uditorium was equipped with facditifor handling

the showing of films, exhibits,epartmental meetings and othempany activities. One of the most utilitarian and
thoroughly modern features was Wihhteopeb iloor plans at gvérgleveho v a b |
office space could be easily reconfigured as needs changed in the various depétfroerie initial occupancy of

the building EPNG used EBASCO Services Inc., a space planning firm from New York, to maximize efficient use of
space in the building in the initimyout of the movable partition$.Meanwhile, the xecutive offices on the Y&loor

were sumptuously paneled with Philippine mahogény.

A2lfoott al | fl ame made of Plexiglas and st skyscitampédisTlse e el
fl ame was put up as a service to the community to gi
John McFall, a gas company spokesrtarhe flame was lit by the same operator who called the National Weather
Service every night fonearly 40 years to determine what color to light the flame. A verse was published by EPNG to
help El Pasoans rememlibe signals on the weather beacon

BAisteel Work Completed on New Bui | ElPasp HerddlIPasts Décd953 i ni sh St |
% 1bid. The height of the building was variously reported in newspaper artRlesr t he hi st ori ¢ b#iol di n
to the top of the parapet of the highest portion of the building from ground level.

S El Paso Natural Gas, Annual Report, 1954,-g29

%A Pu h®Hand®Ahsbon Tour of Gas BudiPbésgManch5 #9551 Paso Her al d

YThe Inside Story: El Paso Natur al Gas Company Home Off i
18 1bid.

A Award CoMdntaltd ; Sdt8 F d&irPasG dimgw®lJani9630 n o ,

®3The Inside Story: El Paso Natur al Gas Company Home Off i
2villalva, Maribel. fAMarking the past & present. o EI Paso
2?Ross, Ewofiaki ndOweat hervane wil | woeHaraldPest, 21i5epi1d97@.Bhhg change. 0
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When the flame is BLUE, no change is due.
When the flame is RED, war mer weat her 6
When the lame is GOLD, cooler weather foretold.
A FLICKERING flame means wind, snow, or r&m.

The flamewas constructed in Chicago by Federal Sign and Signal Compatyas turned on for the first time on

Sunday eveningylarch 27, 1955 and glowed rdddicating warmer weather for the following day. Because of the El
Paso Natur al Gas buildingés predominance on the EI P
parts of the city. From that night forward looking the weather beacon beazigtetlst habit of EI Pasoarté.The

fl ame atop one of EI Pasoibostitmgliesh BRNGEsadgd EIRasd F loa
landmark for generations, but also implanted the iconography of a significant work of architectamnmind$ of El

Pasoans. As years passed, the icon atop theenidiry skyscraper was responsible for the building becoming
commonly known athei Bl ue FIl ame Buil ding. o

Architectural Significance

TheEl Paso Natural Gas Companyisling is nominated undeZriterion C in the area dirchitecture becausts
distinctive physical charadistics of design and formlearly place it as a significaltical example of mie0th
century modernrahitecturethat grew from the International Style

Following the Seand World War, modern architecture in the U.S. increasingly reflected the influence of prewar
movements, most notably tha&ernational Stylewhichwashighlighted by a 1932 exhibit at the Museum of Modern

Art in New York and popularized through publicatiof its catalog byPhillip Johnson and Hemfpussell Hitchcock

The movemenembraced advances in builditeghnology, emphasized the use of modern materials, and rejected
historical references and ornamanarchitectureThe common characteristio§the style are rectilinear forms, taught

plane surfaces stripped of applied ornamentation and decoration as well as glass and steel as the primary materials ¢
construction. Combined with new construction technologiesadvances in structuisteel and glssproduction the
style gave architects the ability to express functio

Economic expansion during the early"2@&ntury led to the formation ofew corporations of unprecedented size

which ledto giant corporate headquarters in city centersp@ations desiretall buildings and American architects
would soon begin experimenting with this modern representation. George Howe and William Lescaze designed the
first Americanskyscraper in this newocabulary, the Philadelphia Savings Fund Society (PSFS) building completed in
1932®°The buil dingds i mage was modern, efficient, and f
structural articulatio”® The lower floors contained commercsmaces and subway access and finished with marble
veneer and chromé@fter World War Il, tenets of thinternational Stylencreasingly took form in American

skyscrapers. Notable examples include the Equitable BuiidiRgrtland, Oregon (Pietf®elluschi 1948), 866880

Lake Shore Drive iitChicago Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 1951 ever Housen New York Skidmore, Owings, and
Merrill, 1952),and the United NationSecretariat BuildingOscar Niemeyer and Le Corbusi&g52).Such buildings
served as modkefor tall office buildings across the U.S., which could be built economically, function efficiently, and

appeal deasiretlappeannmodedhe upper floors were brightjith open offices, anthe comfort of air
conditioning.
BVillalva, Maribel. f@dMarking the paWeaathekbeacormichanthe bloe flidee Pa s o

found aroundhe world. Seehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weather_beacon#United_States

24El Paso Natural Gas, The Pipeliner, Summer 1955,-4.342

25 Curtis, William J.RModern Architecture since 1908lew York. Phaidon Rss Inc. 2002, p.238.
26 |bid.
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TheEPNG Riildingbs strict rectangul ar fEdr r? plewadidd duildingseressitng b a ¢ k
in a slablike composition commonly found in tall Texas buildings of the 1950s, igthk brick endwalls bracketing
expanses of griddedags andaluminumcurtainwalls. Although Kenneth Franzheim is not credited as the architect,

the completed building nevertheless shares similarities with his work of th&dsds$, particularly the 1955 Texas
National Bankbuildingat 1300 Main Streeh downtown Houstonwhich also was topped by a large sign with a
color-changing weather forecagibbg. The EPNG huilding is a singular rectilinear volume with taught plane surfaces
rendered in brick masonry. There is a strong expression of verticality in the design cowitiirtbé horizontal planar
expression of the floor plates in the articulation of the punched windows and aluminum transoms. There is also a
differentiation between the lower commercial floors and the program of the upper floors as the design ainmssto expre
its function. Ofspecialinterest are the vertical aluminum fins designed to shade the glazed opeingsing a
consideration of environmental issues not previously emphasized in the International Style, but concerns for which
began to emerge in rdern architecture in thE950s and 68 The building israther expressivéollowing a trendto

break up sheer curtain walls by tineroduction of metal panels, colorful spandrelad stone veneers. Tligsvisible

intheb ui | darraggtédsaluminunransoms and rich granite, terrazzo, and marble finishes.

Carroll and Daeuble, Architects

The El Paso architectural fir@arroll and Daeublevas established in 1945 by \ich Wi n f o r dCarfofi(E9d2 )
2000)and Louis Daeubl€19121992). The firm laterexpanded to becontarroll, Daeuble DuSang andRandafter
George DuSang and Patrick Rand joined the partnership in 1967.

The firm gained numerous higirofile commissions in the City of El Paso and El Paso County, ligasredited

with projects tihoughout the southwebkinited Statesind Mexico. The commission for the El Paso Natural Gas was
especially noteworthy, as the building vwaat the time of constructionone ofthe tallest and most visible (both day
and night) in the cityln the early 190s the firm hadlesigned the El Paso Times Building (1950), and schools
throughout the countyncluding theHacienda Schoodh Ysleta (B52), Fort BlissElementary Schodl1952),Biggs

Air Force Baseschool(1952),as well asrarious schools for the Dieseof El PasoThe firm continued to design
public schools, includingel Air High Schoolin Ysleta (195650), Bassett Junior High Schoinl El Paso (1957), and
Parkland High Schoon Ysleta (1957)Principal works include several buildings at the Ursitg of Texas El Paso
(UTEP) campus, including the Liberal Arts Buildi(f60, Sun Bowl stadiunf1963), and the Engineering Science
Complex (1976)The firm provided addition designs for the various EPNG projects, includingus dfices, housing
andindustrial lildingsin the late 1950s.flef i r mdé s  pecalwommisston dontinued well into the 1970s,
includingEl Paso National Bankl963),the Texas headquarters buildifigr Mountain Bell (1971), th&l Paso Civic
Center(1972) Hotel Dieu Schol of Nursingexpansion (1972pnd La Villita Shopping Village (1972 1963, the
firm collaborated with George Dabh the El Paso National Bank tower at 201 E. Main, a $12 million building that
at 250 feet surpassed the height of the El Paso NatGas Building.

Edwin Carroll was born on March 6, 1912 in Elizabeth, Louisiana, son of Rupert A. and Maude Marie (Ping) Carroll.
He received his Bachelords degree in Architecture fr
graduation ad worked as a designer and draftsman for Trost & Trost from 1936 to 1941. He served as an architect an
Superintendent of Buildings for El Paso Public Schools (11B#5), before establishing his firm with Louis Daeuble

in 1945.Carroll, FAIA, was Preside of the Texas Architectural Foundation (1958, and 197&9), Chairman of the

AlA national border planning committee (1968), andPresident of the Texas SocietiyArchitects (195)% He

recei vedLlawhllgnPiftspwardin 19832

Louis Daeublevas born on June 7, 1912 in Leavenworth, Kansas, son of Louis and Mary Frances (Flynn) Daeuble. He
was educated in EI Paso public schools, then receive
University in 1932. After graduatioibaeuble workd as a designer and draftsman for various El Paso firms, including

AEdwin Winford Carrol | . oviewhtmnlpprofileldp036dBo ok . com/ web/ per son
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the office of Percy McGhee and Guy Lewamzier. During World Waltl, he served in the U.S. Air Corps, achieving
rank of lieutenant colonel, and upon return to civilian life, he estalibis firm with CarrollDaeuble served as
Chairman of the Texas Board Architectural Examinersemberof the El Pas®laming Commission City(1958
1962, and Vice President of the TSA (1960). In 1977, Daeuble established his own firm (Louis Daeztitec$)?®

1982Tower

The El Paso Natural Gas Company housed its employees in the Blue Flame Building until 1978 when the company
announced plans to build a second-4®ry office tower building connected to the first by a ground floor walkway to
housethe growing corporation. The ground floor connection consists of an extension of the original lobby from the
rear of the | obby where a |l arge 106 x 206 backlit <co
images that were changed @etriodically?®° Beyond what was the back of the original lobby where the transparency
screen once stood, separated by a rolling steel fire door, is what now serves as the main lobby of the second tower
located at 100 N. Stanton Street. Excavation work bagararly as July 19%%and the full building permit for the

new $20M skyscraper was issued on August 1, $97Be second 18tory tower, was completed and dedicated in
March 1982 and was named after t he c¢ onNatomayRegstefst@afiat d er
the NPS has confirmed that the 1954 tower may be nominated and listed without including the 1982 tower and
connecting hyphe#y.

PostEPNG Occupancyof the Nominated Building

In 1996 El Paso Natural Gas Company moved its heatikys to Houston and the two buildings were vacated. The
building was donated in the same year to El Paso Independent School District who would move adminffitiesion o
into the building in miell99733*The school di str i ct Oedashatewumbdr of yearsandhyi | di
March 2001 the newly formed El Paso Central Business Association formed a committee of downtown business
leaders to begin assisting the school district in the sale and reuse of the now vacant®uilding.

In April of 2004,EIl Paso businessman Bob Jones purchased the Blue Flame Building for a reported $1.63M from
EPISD with plans to locate at least 300 employees of Access Administrators into the building with othePténants.
cloud of corruption hangs over this piecedthbui | di ngés hi story as Jones woul
corruption charges for Jones and other Access execut
the school districts in El Paso including EPIS®DFebruary of 2011Bob Jones was sentenced to 10 years in federal
prison and ordered him to pay $68 million in restitu
named one of the leaders of the Access HealthSource enterprise, which bribed and treleatedeafficials as a way

2ALoui s Dtpe/pabdolecord/web/persariew.html?profileld=®7789 A Daeubl e Gets ArEhitect
Paso HeraldPost April 2, 1975.

®AThe I nside Story: EI Paso Natural Gas Company Home Offi
®¥Thompson, Bill. AUnion contract tJdulyf979halts construction.
S'iBui | di ng H PasaHeral®RostAugust @, 1979.

32 Email correspondence, Paul Lusignan (NPS) to Gregory Smith (THC), May 30, 2017. On file with THC.

B¥Ramirez, Cindy. AElI Paso district 99%ppvAds to Blue Flame. o |
34 Breitinger, Michael E. Letter to President of the Board of Trustees of EPISD from Central Business Association. March 15,
2001.

%Vol enc, Vic. fABob Jones buys Blue Flame Building.o EI Pa:
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to obtain government contracts for Access, a healthr e p # Bob Jodes is cugently incarcerated at Fort Worth
FCI, a low security federal correction institution, with a projected release date of November.Z, 2019

A little over two years after Bob Jones purchased the building from EPISD, El Paso businessman Paul Foster
purchased the Blue Flame building through the company Blue Flame Acquisition LP, in a packaged real estate deal
with the Mills Building and the Mulliganljuther] BuildingFost er 6 s real estate group,
LP purchased the buildings in May of 2006 and has cared for the vacant Blue Flame Building since while working to
find an appropriate end use for the structiranklin Mountain M n a g e méaed afe ocated in the Mil€entre

office building complex that the company restored in a previous historic preservation effort that now provides Class A
office space to downtown EIl Paso.

%Chavez, AdNCEDICCEOBW.b AJEoxnes sentenced to 10 years in prison
February 2011.

%7 Robert Edward Jones, inmate # 16480, Federal Bureau of Prisons, U.S. Department of Justice.
https//www.bop.gov/inmateloc/
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Location Map

Source: Google Earth, accessed June 1,.2017
Latitude: 31.759300° Longitude:-106.485992°

<

Imagery Date: 4/4/2017- lat 31.75926524l0n-106:4855562 elevA3718 fty eye alt 4304 ft
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Rendering1952) - Kenneth Franzheim rshive, University of Houston
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Model (1952) - Kenneth Franzheim Archive, University of Houston
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Rendering1952) - Carroll & Daeuble ArchitectSourceEl Paso Natural Gas Company Annual Report 1952
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El Paso Natural Gas Co. Building Under Constion, Sept. 2, 1953
Source:Photo courtesy of the Robert E. and Evelyn McKee Foundation
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El Paso Natural Gas Co. Building Under Comnstion, Oct. 31, 1953
Source: Photo courtesy of the Robert E. and Evelyn McKee Foundation
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El Paso Natural Gas CBuilding Under Constiction, Feb. 9, 1954
Source: Photo courtesy of the Robert E. and Evelyn McKee Foundation
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